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Dear Fr iends of Br idgewater College,
My associ at ion w i th Bridgewater College has been a long an d happy one an d alvays a rewarding one.
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I am very excited about Bridgewater as we reach this
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The College has made good use of its f irst century, manag 1:; ;� !:� : : ����;
but not to get too large or change too much.
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Stu dent enrollment has grown from 12 whe th�
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campus family exists today as much as it ever �� d
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And the ph ilosophy of the College has no
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I am extreme l y proud to be part of th i s
history not on ly to reflect upon a century ot�!��:ee:�! :u! t� 1o�� !�:=� to
the sec�n d cent ury of educational leadersh i p.

Garland F. Miller
Cha irman
Board of Trustees

This is a newsletter of the Bridgewater publication series (064-960) published
four times a year, October, December, March, and June, by Bridgewater Col
lege, Bridgewater, Virginia 228 I 2. Bridgewater College is a member of the
Council for Advancement and Support of Education. Second class postage paid
at Bridgewater, Va. Judith S. Ruby, Editor, Volume 57, Number 2, December,
1980.

v,.·
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An education is not iotended to enable a man to make a
living without work. With an educatiori of the right sort there
comes more work an� greater resp,o sibilities. Neithtr is it
intended for the individual alone, but for mankinp- The
highest aim io education is to train the individual tf be of
greater use to his ( llo'w men. The map who educates rimself
from a selfish motive is as much a iser as he who flolds to
/
hi�self money.
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Waltzes, Wtsdom
& Watermelons

...Reflections on a life-long acquaintance with

"My father went to Bridgewater; his
sister Kate Flory graduated in 1887; I
graduated in 1917; my daughter and
son-in-law went there; my three grand
children are graduates, so I guess you'd
say I've had a long association with
Bridgewater College," says Katherine
Flory Blough as she reminisces about
her years with the college she's never
ceased to support and believe in.
"If they ever tear down Yount Hall,
they'll find my footprints in the concrete
of the foundation," she says. She and
her young friends, Edna Good and Ethel
Sipe, found the construction site of
Yount Hall an irresistable play area and
one day left footprints in the not-quite
dry cement poured for the foundation.
"They had quite a time keeping us out of
there," she recalls.
Yount Hall isn't the only campus
construction she remembers. She saw
the building of the present Wardo Hall
and the gymnasium. She can remember
the old building that sat on the site of the
present Wardo from her childhood days
in Bridgewater-"it looked like an old
army barracks." Her first memories of
the campus are of three buildings:
Memorial, where all classes were held;
the men's dormitory (Wardo), and the
White House, which housed the dining
rooms, kitchen and female students.
"We were always short of classrooms
and we needed a library. The gym was
built largely by the students; they raised
most of the money themselves and even
did a lot of the work of building it," she
remembers.
The expansion of the campus was not
without controversy. Mrs. Blough re
calls the uproar over the growth of the
campus between College Street and
Dinkel Avenue. The ground in that area
wasn't always flat. At one time, there
was a small hill just about where Re
becca Hall is now. "That mound was
topped by a perfectly shaped oak tree. In
the days before we had a college audito
rium, we held many of our campus
events outside under that tree, so the

tree and the mound came to have a great
deal of importance for us," she says.
Mrs. Blough remembers, "When they
wanted to expand the campus, the Board
called in an architect from the U niver
sity of Virginia. His recommendation
was to cut down the tree and level the
mound. Well, that met with quite a bit of
opposition. There were a lot of people
who didn't want that tree cut down, but
the campus had no other direction in
which to grow."
But, as she laughingly remembers,
the problem was resolved for everyone.
During an intense summer storm, light
ening struck the oak tree and killed it.

Karherine Florr 8/ouRh
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"Then, no one opposed the removal of
the tree." The mound was leveled, Re
becca Hall was constructed, and Bridge
water College continued growing.
And she recalls many good times with
a fond laugh. "We used the river a lot.
Practically everybody had a canoe or
boat or something. One of the most
popular spots was the island in the river
just below the campus. "Students had
cleared one end of the island for picnics.
Dr. Paul Bowman took a 99 year lease
on the island so that the students would
have free use of it."
"About 1916, when dancing was not
allowed at Bridgewater, a bunch of us,

The old gymnasium where young couplesfurrive/r danced 10 "Onward Chris1ian Soldiers."

six or eight couples, were in the old gym
dancing to 'Onward Christian Soldiers.'
You'd be surprised what a good dance
tune that is. All at once, Dr. John S.
Flory, President of the College, opened
one of those double doors. He stood in
that door and said, 'Gentlemen, this is
not the hour for gymnasium.' We each
then had to leave, one at a time, passing
through that one door Dr. Flory was
standing in. He looked each of us up and
down, never saying a word. And we
never heard anything more about it, but
Dr. Flory had a well-behaved campus
that year. He held it over us and we were
all afraid to draw a long breath."
And then there's the story about the
chickens. "A family named Rodeffer
lived there beside the old gym and raised
chickens. The boys in Wardo would tie
an ear of corn to a piece of fishing line,
and lure the chickens away. They'd take
them to Cotton Whitelaw's grandmother,
who had a reputation for fixing marve-

lous fried chicken."
Mrs. Blough-Katherine Flory in
those days-and a few friends went to
Mrs. Whitelaw's posing as emissaries
designated to pick up the fried chicken,
which they promptly ate. When the boys
arrived later that day to claim their pur
loined poultry, Mrs. Whitelow could
only report the names of the young
ladies who had beaten them to the feast.
"Of course, she knew us all," laughs
Mrs. Blough. "We never got through
hearing about that!"
The boys' fondness for food wasn't
limited to chicken. "The biggest water
melon patch in the country was behind
Wardo, where the athletic field is today.
When school started each year, those
melons were just right." The boys put
melons into pillowcases and lowered
them into the spring at the edge of the
patch to chill.
Above all, Mrs. Blough emphasizes
the quality education she received at
-3-

Bridgewater. "We had an unusual facul
ty, and our alumni had no trouble get
ting into graduate school. I went from
here to Cornell where they didn't know
Bridgewater from Adam's off ox," she
recalls. She was admitted as a provi
sional candidate for a graduate degree
until the first tests were over. Then, with
a new respect for Bridgewater College,
they admitted her as a full-fledged can
didate.
Mrs. Blough looks very fondly upon
her association with Bridgewater. Just
as the College had a role in molding her,
she has been important in shaping the
College. She was the first woman to
graduate with a major in mathematics.
She was also one of the first women to
serve on the Board of Trustees. And,
after years of living all over the U.S., she
and her husband, Carman Blough, have
retired within sight of the campus, where
she continues to watch and enjoy Bridge
water's growth and stability.

Legends persisr abour ghosrly residenrs in Cole Hall, bui/r in /929 wirhfunds given by Mrs. Virginia Cole
Srrickler in memon· of her beloved parenr, Dr. Charles Knox Cole.

THE SPECTOR OF COLE HALL
by

Michelle Millbank
Class of 1983
The ghost plays with the house lights.
There is a cold spot where the
old organ used to be. And
a door from the outside
to the classroom won't
stay locked.
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Every college has a ghost-even
Bridgewater College.
No one really knows what causes
those strange things to happen in Cole
Hall.
Yet many students and faculty mem
bers agree-something is happening
there.
Who or what haunts Cole Hall?
Although there are many theories,
the most popular is that the ghost is that
of Dr. Charles Knox Cole. Other theor
ies suggest Reuel B. Pritchett and a van
ishing convocation speaker.
As a rule, ghosts are said to haunt
only those places where the person lived
or died; however, Cole had never seen
Cole Hall; he'd never even been to
Bridgewater.
Cole died in 1920, leaving a million
dollar estate to his three children. His
adopted daughter, Virginia Garber Cole
Strickler, used her share to put her nieces
through college at Bridgewater. In 1928,
she donated $75,000 to build Cole Hall.
Although there have been several
recent incidents, much of the ghost's
activity has been centered around the
two disappearances of the bronze bust
in the lobby of Cole Hall.
The bust disappeared the first time in
1965.
The college was searched thoroughly.
Rudolph Glick, a mathematics profes
sor, made an impassioned plea for the
students to find the bust and return it.
Two or three years later, the bust reap
peared in its niche.
It vanished again in the early '70s
when Cole Hall was being renovated.
The bust was assumed to be in storage;
however, no one knew where it was put.
A few years ago, it showed up in the
business office.
Although he has never seen the ghost,
Registrar Clement A. Bess said he has
experienced "funny things in Cole Hall."
When he was a night watchman 15 to 20
years ago, he often heard "weird noises"
when he locked Cole Hall for the night.
The ghost has its likes and dislikes. It
reputedly likes organ music, male quar
tets and quintets. Organ students often
have claimed to have felt someone
watching them over their shoulder, but
when they look, no one is there.
Bess recalled a time when a male

quintet was rehearsing in Cole Hall. One
of the men chanced to look in the bal
cony and saw an old man in the top
section, listening to them sing. A mo
ment later, the singer looked again; the
old man was gone.
Although a music lover, the ghost
intensively dislikes pianos and piano
music.
Steve Mason, assistant dean for stu
dent development, had an experience
with the Cole Hall ghost in 1974 when
Mason was doing lighting for "You're a
Good Man, Charlie Brown."
After rehearsal, Mason went to pick
up his jacket. The grand piano was on
stage, and he decided to play a little
before he left.
"For some reason, I stopped playing
and looked over my left shoulder into
the balcony. It was top section, second
row, three seats in. There were just two
beams of light, two glowing eyes, not
moving, just sitting there."
More recently, in 1978, Theresa Wiley
was practicing a dance for an inter-term
drama course. She plugged in her tape
recorder and began playing the piano
introduction of the theme from" A Cho
rus Line."

Suddenly, the tape player stopped.
The lights went out. She looked up and
saw an old man standing in the balcony
pointing at her.
The ghost may haunt the Cole Hall
balcony, but Mark Wray says that "he's
never been seen in any of the new areas
of Cole Hall."
During "H.M.S. Pinafore," Norlyn
Driver and night watchman Tony Sto
vall were locking up after they made
sure no one was left in Cole Hall. Just
after they turned off the lights, they
heard someone coming up the stairs.
They flipped on the lights and looked
down the stairwell. No one was there.
But there is more to the ghost than
strange noises and disappearing figures
in the balcony.
The ghost plays with the house lights.
There is a cold spot where the old organ
used to be. And a door from the outside
to the classroom won't stay locked.
Although Campus Center Director
Brian Hildebrand adamantly denies the
existence of any ghost in Cole Hall, he
and Sherry Stitt, assistant director, once
were walking down Cole Hall's center
aisle. The house lights were on.

When they got about halfway to the
front, the lights went out. When they
reached the stage, the lights came on
again.
And then there are those windows
which are nailed shut.
Dan Middleton was walking by the
museum windows after returning a friend
to her dorm. Those nailed-shut windows
opened and closed about four times in
rapid succession.
Ralph MacPhail, assistant professor
of drama, speech and English, has been
linked to the Cole Hall ghost.
Bess said that MacPhail "provokes
the spirit activity almost like a medium.
When he's around, funny things happen."
MacPhail was not available for
comment.
Even though there is no legal way to
spend the night in Cole Hall, many have
tried it in anticipation of seeing the
ghost.
But Mason said that "anyone who
claims to have seen something hasn't
been there looking for it."
If there is a logical explanation for
Cole Hall's ghost, no one has offered it.
Until they do, Cole Hall remains
Bridgewater College's haunted house.

College History Focus of President's Dinner
The eleventh annual President's Din
ner held in Kline Campus Center was
attended by over 250 guests.
Members of the families of the
founder, past presidents and trustees of
the college were special guests for the
dinner, in recognition of the college's
Centennial celebration this year.
Special recognition was given to Dr.
Warren Bowman, President of the col
lege 1949-196 4, and to Mrs. Flora
Hoover Bowman, widow of Dr. Paul H.
Bowman, who served as the college
President from 19 I 9-1946.
The evening's guest speaker, Dr. Ed
ward K. Ziegler, retired editor of Breth
ren Life and Thought, spoke on the his
tory of Bridgewater's first century,
detailing the particular contributions of
each of the college's six presidents.
Dr. Ziegler reminded his listeners, "It
is not enough to celebrate these men."
He charged his audience to "look to the
next hundred years rather than dwell
upon the past."

Dinner guest then had the opportu
nity to view the tape-slide show pre
pared this fall to depict the college's his
tory and the contributions of its leaders
and trustees.

The Presidenr's Dinner is hosted an
nually by Dr. and Mrs. Geisert in honor
of those supporters of the college who
have contributed $500 or more during
the past fiscal year.

Mr.I'. Maurine Gei.l'err 11·elcomes Mrs. Flora Bowman to the President's Dinner.
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The Bridgewater College campus in 1961.

Farm Important to B.C. Students
by Nancy Taylor
Class of I 981
Once an integral part of Bridgewater
College and now a symbol of Bridge
water's rural community, is the college
farm doomed to disappear entirely?
College Treasurer Lowell Miller says
that "the days of the farm are numbered
as other things inch in around it."
The farm, across Dinkel Avenue from
the rest of the campus, was given to the
college years ago and continued through
an endowment fund.
Miller says the original purpose was
to provide educational experiences in
agriculture and biology. But as Bridge
water developed its liberal arts curricu
lum, vocational programs of this sort
did not fit in.
Over past decades the farm was a very
profitable dairy. The milk was sold to
Shenandoah's Pride for processing and
resold to the college cafeteria. Eventu
ally the farm went out of the dairy busi
ness and slipped into a token role, keep
ing a few cows, horses and small animals,
but not running a major farm.
Since 1963 the farm has been leased
to Warner Simmers.
Farmer Simmers, as he is called by
students, is dedicated to the farm and
the college.
He says that the rural setting of the
college is enhanced by the farm, and
both students and parents have com-

plimented him about the farm.
"People just like to be on a farm.
They just like to see things grow," he
explains.
Simmers says that a lot of city kids
like coming to the farm and seeing new
things; as for the country kids, the farm
makes them feel right at home. "A lot of
times students walk over, saddle up a
pony and help bring the cows in," he
says.
The event that stands out most in
Farmer Simmers' mind is when one of
his mares was ready to foal and word
leaked out to some of the students.
"On the night the foal was to be born,
there must have been 20 sleeping bags
over in the barn. When the colt came, it
just thrilled the kids. They had never
seen anything like it before," Simmers
says, a smile spreading across his face.
The barn and the outbuildings have
been handy for numerous projects, es
pecially homecoming floats. Simmers
says that "students enjoy making things,
and I enjoy helping them out."
But the days without the college farm
can already be foreseen.
Even now, an expanding student pop
ulation has forced the college to put 14
girls into the farmhouse, relocating
Simmers and his wife into the town.
In the field, a new men's dormitory,
-6-

Wakeman Hall, rises alongside grazing
cattle.
"The farm is too small for investment
purposes, and so it is there to serve the
academic needs. If these needs require a
new building, then the farm may go,"
Miller says. He notes that many areas of
the campus have come from farmland,
including all of the athletic fields except
Jopson Field.
Miller says he too believes that the
farm adds to the rural atmosphere and
feels that this may be what causes large
numbers of students from different areas
to permanently settle here after gradua
tion.
As for the farm's immediate future,
no major building project is anticipated.
The barn and the few buildings
around it will be cleaned up, and im
provements will be made, Miller says.
Farmer Simmers will continue to run
the farm, and the four to six acres right
around the farm will be spruced up for
possible recreational use.
The college farm may have only a
short lease on life until the college once
again feels the need to spread out.
When the farm finally is gone, Bridge
water will have lost an intangible quality
that makes it unique among colleges.

Remembering Wardo ...

The following article, reprinted from
the December, 1899PHILOMATHEAN
MONTHLY, seems very appropriate at
this time. Wardo was, during the early
years of the College, the only men's resi
dence on campus. This current academic
session is the last during which Wardo
will serve as a men's dormitory. The
young men now housed in Wardo will
move into the newly completed Wake
man Hall, and Wardo will be renovated
for use as classrooms and offices.
The building referred to in this article
was a frame structure completed in Sep
tember, 1890. The original brick build
ing on the site was destroyed by fire
December 30, 1889. The frame Wardo
was torn down in 1910 and replaced by
the present building.
OBSERVATIONS ON WARDO HALL
An ordinary observer. passing along the road
and looking upon the solemn building called
Wardo Hall. might think that it is any place but a
place of mirth and merriment. The College Build
ing itself. or the cheerful-looking White House.
presents a gayer and livelier appearance than that
old. brown pile standing there alone. like a gray
old bachelor who has lost in love for the twentieth

time and is looking down upon the river with half a
mind to end his miseries under its cold wave. But
however serious and sorrowful its exterior may
seem. you should know that inside its walls many a
jest and joke are created every hour. and that
many a peal of laughter rises from throats therein
and finds an echo in the caverns of Round Hill.
while the windows chatter and the plaster falls
under the tremendous vibration that issue from
the faces of those far-famed laughers.
It is truly an object of exceeding wonder what
powers of cachination some of these Wardonians
do possess. The ladies of the White House have no
doubt been astonished now and then in the dining
hall by the voluminous laughter furnished for their
amusement by some of those who come across the
road three times a day to eat with them. But when
once out of such restraining presence and feeling
themselves free among their own race in the echo
ing passages of Wardo Hall. then. and not till then.
do they fully exhibit the depth and breadth of their
faculties for laughter. It is nothing uncommon to
see a human form utterly collapsed on the floor or
bed under the influence of an extended smile. and
you would conclude with horror that his smiles
had ceased forever. when suddenly he rises alive
and is ready to launch out into another long and
tempestuous voyage of merriment. You can know
a man by his laugh. the old saying goes, and there's
nothing surer than that. for if you once saw some
of the faces of Wardo Hall expand in all directions
until they arrive at the point which physiogno
mists term a laugh-if you saw this once or twice. I
say. you would know those persons among the
Eskimos of Greenland or among the heathen Chi-
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nese of China. And this mirth is not confined to
any period of the year or any hour of the day; long
before dawn and long after the clock strikes ten at
night. it is the common fortune of some happy
dreamer to be hurried back into the world's reality
by the onrush of uncontrollable joy bursting from
the throat of some merry bacchanals, who seem to
have adopted a maxim like this: Let us laugh
together tonight. for tomorrow we may part.
Let me explain that so far no individual de
scriptions have been attempted. The applications
have been entirely general; no one is especially
designated and no one especially excluded. There
is not a face in that building which has not at some
time or other fully demonstrated the fact that man
is a risible being. and some whom you think have
been fashioned especially for the judgeship of the
Supreme Court, must now and then yield their
rigidity to the softening influence of the ludicrous.
Things happen sometimes which melt the stoniest
faces; and. to tell the truth, there are not many
Diogeneses in Wardo Hall, though their dwelling
apartments are not much more capacious than the
residence of that grim old Stoic.

*

Let me descend to a soberer description of our
merry hall its merry inmates. All have seen this
oblong structure with its and one lone chimney.
but not all have had the good fortune to peer
through its awful portal and behold the mysteries
that lie within. Who can forget it. that once has
seen it? Those pine boards on the floor. those
plaster walls. and. at the other end. the daylight
struggling through a dingy window? Wonders
Contir.ued on page 20

The Philomathean Month�y began
publication in May 1896. It was, for that
first year, the product of the Philoma
thean Literary Society, which was later
divided into the Victorian and Virginia
Lee societies in 1897. The two societies
worked together to publish the maga
zine, which always retained its original
name, though there was no longer a
campus organization by that name.
Early issues provided an insight into
the intellectual and social pursuits of the
B.C. students. Sometimes dreadfully dry
and serious ("Mental Characteristics of
the Anglo Saxons"), often dripping with
sentimentality and romanticism ("The
Shipwrecked Girl"), the articles always
reveal a concern for the events of the
world beyond Bridgewater. The authors
mourned the death of England's Queen
Victoria and the assassination of Presi
dent McKinley. They kept track of mis
sionaries around the world.
Some of the most interesting and
entertaining bits of college history come
from the "Editorials" and "Locals" sec
tions of the magazines. Here were in
cluded campus issues, gossip and often

Philomathean:
The lighter side

humorous episodes from college life.
The following are excerpts gleaned
from the first six years' Philomathean
Monthlies dealing with the lighter sides
of the lives of those early students who
were, for the most part, very serious and
devoted students.
The condition of the sidewalk from the
college to town does not speak well for
those who ought to be interested in its
improvement. On rainy days its condition
is such that one is tempted to neglect urgent
business rather than to attempt to pass over
it. A pavement is badly needed and would
be a great help to the College. With a paved
sidewalk along College Street, our society
hall would not present to us such an empty
appearance on rainy nights. We hope that
necessary steps will soon be taken to bring
about this improvement.

from Vol. Ill No. 8, December 1898

A laborator_r at Bridgewater College about the _rear 1900.
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The latest treat our young men have expe
rienced was that of a snowcream banquet
held in Prof. Mendenhall's room on the
upper floor of Wardo Hall, in the evening
of the 21st ult. The banquet was held by the
Professor of the room named and Prof.
Flory in honor or the birthday of the
Father of our country, occurring just one
day early for fear the snow might be too
nearly gone until the 22nd. The feast itself
was interspersed with several selections of
music by the Glee Club, the reading of one
original poem prepared especially for the
occasion, one comic declamation, several
two minutes' toasts on different parts of
Gen. Washington's life work, and appro
priate remarks by the professors. This was
a treat long to be remembered.

from Vol. Ill No. 9, Marcli 1899

Through the kindness of some of the
friends of our cooks, they with the ladies of
the White House had the pleasure recently
of having a little taffy pulling. But a most

Commercial Hall where business classes were held.
lamentable fact to the boys of Wardo Hall
is that they had it all to themselves.
_ti-om Vol. Ill No. 9, March 1899
The occupants of Wardo especially mani
fested great delight at the sight of our first
snow. We had almost forgotten that it was
winter. Several rather hotly contested bat
tles were fought by the boys on the campus,
but in none were there any special fetes of
bravery manifested, except by one young
man who broke the Professor's window
light. We were told that his confession was
an elaborate one and an exemplary apol
ogy, so direct from his heart that the Pro
fessor could do nothing but excuse him.
_ti-om Vol. V No. 5, Februarr /90/
The opening of the session 1901-1902 is a
bright period in the history of Bridgewater
College. Many of the old students are back
and many new faces are to be seen in place
of those we no longer see. but of whom we
cherish the fondest recollections.
.As
wagons rolled in from the country and the
hacks from the depot. .. the ever-increasing
population of the White House and Wardo
Hall turned out in goodly numbers to
shake hands with old classmates and to
extend a hearty welcome to the new comers.
fi-om Vol. VI No. /, October /90/
The week before Christmas was a busy one
for the students. Lessons were to be learned.
the program was to be rendered. and above
all there were presents to get and receive.
Of course Santa Claus forgot no one. but
some were more kindly remembered than
others. For instance. the mail box con
tained an especially handsome present one
day. carefully wrapped and addressed. The
lady. whose name the package bore. in per
fect rapture of delight opened it. and
behold! a most delightful gift-three poor

little mice.
_ti-om Vol IV No. 4, Januar_\' 1902
One of Wardo's noble sons received a val
entine with this verse in one corner under a
bow of ribbon:
"If you love me true.
Return the bow of blue."
The lady who sent that epistula amatoria,
since she evidently forgot to sign her name.
will please leave her card at Room No. 32.
_Ii-om Vol. IV No. 5, Februan· /902
The battles of the Greeks and Trojans are
fought anew by the members of the Soph
omore Greek Class. The terrible conflict
not only invests the class room with a hor
ror. but even in the quiet study hours. when
the eyelids are heavy and suddenly come
together with a snap, the walls of the room
are peopled with Greek and Trojan heroes
shouting the battle cry until the hair on
your head stands on end. Their troubles do
not stop here either. Sometimes. when they
have to ransack their grammars for a dis
cussion of Homeric syntax. they are heard
to shout, "Why in the world didn't Homer
write in English. anyway?"
Ji-om Vol. IV No. 5, February 1902
Bridgewater College has many things to
boast of. but one thing especially-a good
looking faculty. As witness of this fact. we
give an incident that occurred in one of the
large stores down town. A certain amiable
professor was asked by one of the lady
clerks if he did not want to see the most
handsome thing in the store. Upon answer
ing in the affirmative, the professor had an
opportunity of viewing his own excellent
person through a mirror-if not to his own
comfort. at least to the pleasure of the by
standers. Good for you. Professor!
_fi-0111 Vol. VII No. 3, December /902
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Weldon T. Mrers in his room at Bridgewater. He
served as editor of" the Philomathean in 1899.

... Contributed by B.C. Alumni

0

n February 21, 1944, I was taken
from Rebecca Hall to the "Birdhouse"
(infirmary located by Yount Hall). Dr.
J. D. Miller diagnosed a bad case of
scarlet fever and quarantined the col
lege. I was taken by a large two wheel
mail cart to the Flory residence where I
was cared for by Mrs. Edna Vought, the
only lady member of the faculty who
had had scarlet fever. On March 13, the
quarantine was lifted and I had a smelly
bath with soap compliments of Dr.
Miller and was sent back to Rebecca
Hall.
Mrs. Galen (Lorraine Texiere) Fike '44
Several carloads of B.C. students
with Prof. Huffman and me went to the
Mosque in Richmond to see an opera.
Or maybe it was John Charles Thomas
or Paderewski. After parking our car,
we found traffic so heavy that we could
not get across the street to the theater.
But when Prof made his way to the
street with outstretched arms, all traffic
stopped going and coming. All of us,
and some others too, crossed the street.
Ruth W. Stauffer '21
My fondest memories are the years I
spent at Bridgewater. I remember ring
ing the bell with the rest of the girls on
the hockey team when we won, which
was often. I also remember setting off
the fire crackers in Blue Ridge Dorm. I
never told anyone I did it.
Nancy Rowe Mitchell '66
One of my memorable experiences at
B.C. was the late night vigil a few of us
spent on the icy roof of Bowman Hall to
view an eclipse of the moon. I appre
ciated the camaraderie between the stu
dents and professors involved and the
inclusion of some of us who were not
science majors but were interested.
Marilyn Wampler Johnson '71
One year in the early I 920's, six boys
decided on a Halloween night to put a
cow in the administration building.
They went to the college barn, found a
rope to make a halter, and brought one
of the large Holstein cows out and
headed for the campus. Finally, after
pulling and pushing and twisting her tail
to make her go we arrived at Founders
-I 0-

Hall. We succeeded in getting the cow
into the main hall and tied her to a radia
tor in front of the dean's office. Several
boys then got a canoe from the river and
filled it with fodder so the cow wouldn't
get hungry. The next morning, on the
way to breakfast, we found the cow
missing and also saw Mr. Shaver and
Mr. Plecker cleaning and washing out
the hall.
Anonymous '22
The most significant campus change
was moving the athletic field from be
tween Broad Street and Dinkel Avenue
to its present location. That changed the
whole development trend of the campus.
The area where the church now stands
was once used as a vegetable garden for
the dining room. Mr. J. A. Fry was a
kind of general manager then. He had a
tendency to paint buildings yellow,
which was known as Fry yellow.
Frank P. Cline '26
Those who were fortunate enough to
be able to join the Varsity Club had to
dress like goats and carry Limburger
cheese around their necks for a week
(including sleeping and eating). The
older V.C. members would have the
rookies do whatever they asked-often
very embarrassing.
Joanne Lehman '69
The evening after graduating with the
1921 academy class, a girlfriend and I
met our boyfriends downtown and went
in to Harrisonburg to a movie. Of
course, we knew our dorm mother would
be waiting for us. She immediately in
formed the Dean of the Academy and
next day he campused us for two days
and asked us to turn our diplomas in.
My dad had already taken my trunk
home and my diploma was in it. Dad
had to break the lock to get my diploma
because I had kept the key. The dean
kept our diplomas for two days.
Anonymous '21
On a freezing January night, I had my
first date with Terry Robinson, a blond
ish freshman from Long Island. Later, I
returned to my dorm my heart pounding
and my head swimming with young
love, flamed by the forbidden fruit of a
possible mixed union-Rebel and Yan
kee. I mentioned my passion to my
friend Bill "Mule" Aiken, who reminded
me of Miss Robinson's notorious fickle
reputation. Inflamed by his insensitiv-

ity, I bet him $100 that I would marry
the girl. He paid off when Terry and I
got married by giving us two ceramic
statues, pink lady and blue boy, which
he assured me were well-worth the
amount of the original wager. The $100
would be long gone by now and the
statues are indeed still treasured, but I
still would like to have seen a receipt.
M. Andrew Murray '64
One snowy Friday night in the winter
of 1968, a group of students-mainly fresh
men-borrowed cafeteria trays from the
old Eagle Eyrie and went sledding down
the hill beside the football field. What
fun we had that night!
Kimberly Troyer Dowell '71
To all those who made my year as
vice-president of BC's student body a
pleasant memory for me, I owe a belated
thank-you. I was elected in 1972 to serve
with President Grover Collins, who knew
the meaning of "command presence" if
anybody ever did! That followed a year
or so of periodically vocal student frus
tration, a trademark of that era nation
wide, and it took dedication and will
ingness to compromise on the part of a
lot of students and administrators, to
begin to rebuild the Student Senate as
an effective channel of communications.
Modest changes in campus social regu
lations followed from student-initiated
discussions, as did such diverse campus
additions as renovated dating parlors in
Blue Ridge Hall and outdoor basketball
courts. Despite worries about such
burning issues as open dorms and senior
comprehensives, working with student
government in those somehow simpler
times was above else a whole lot of fun!
Rick Claybrook '74

I
,�
·,-

.�

/.:::=:=:-__

\

Architect's sketch of the proposed Wardo Hall, as shown in COLLEGE LIFE, August 15, 1902.

The Old College Yell

As spring, with its warm sunshine approaches, the athletic spirit is gradually
taking hold of the boys. The old college yell rings out again joyous and clear.
And every heart is stirred with enthusiasm when in the quiet of the evening, in
front of W ardo, the boys shout in glad unison those words so dear and familiar
to the old students of B.C., who are no longer with us:
Rickety-rex-rex-rex, rickety-rex-rex-rex,
Hollobolu, hollobolu,
We are well; how are you?
Hobble gobble, hobble gobble,
Sis-koo-rah,
Bridgewater College
Rah-rah-rah!
E. Bryan Templeman, '98
(from the PHILOMATHEAN MONTHLY, March 1900)

The Primary Department at Bridgewater College 1911-12. Teacher: Miss
Vida Miller (Mrs. Ernest Wampler). Back Row (lefi to right) Marie Dovel
Wilson. Winnie Kager, Bertha Thomas Hu[finan, Lula Miller, teacher.
Virginia Miller. Nora Miller Sayre, Helen Miller Kiracofe. Second Row:
Edna Miller Miller, Sadie Miller Earl.1·, Mary McCan Wright, Stella
Zigler Hu[finan. Rachel Myers Zigler. Front Row: Joe Bowman, Dee
Craun. Herbert Garst, Henn· McCan, Wilbur Miller. Photo loaned by
Sadie M. Early, '15.

-11-

Daniel C. Flory's
School
By Francis F. Wayland
Bridgewater College Historian

The first years after
the move to the
town of Bridgewater

Professor Flory's school did not re
main long at Spring Creek. By the open
ing of its third session, in September,
1882, it had been moved to Bridgewater,
a town four miles to the southeast, and
its name had been changed to "Virginia

Normal School."
THE NEW LOCATION
Bridgewater is situated in the scenic
and historic Shenandoah Valley of Vir
ginia, seven miles southwest of Harri
sonburg, the seat of government of
Rockingham County, and 125 miles
southwest of the nation's capital. It is
nestled near the foot of picturesque
Round Hill, which rises to a height of
500 feet about the surrounding country
and dominates the landscape immedi
ately to the west of the town. It is situ
ated along North River (a branch of the
south fork of the Shenandoah) just
below the junction of Dry River with
North River. The single-span, covered
wooden bridge, 240 feet in length, across
the river at Bridgewater, 1878-1917, was
said to be the longest such bridge then in
existence anywhere in the world.
During the early l 880's, Bridgewater
had five churches, a public school, two
private schools, a bank, a newspaper, a
printer, four physicians, a dentist, a
lawyer, two silversmiths, and a number
of merchants; also three flour mills, a
woollen factory, two carriage factories,
a wagon factory, a furniture factory, a
bone mill, two saw mills, two saddler
shops, five blacksmith shops, a tomb
stone works, and other establishments.
The incorporated town and its suburbs
had a population of about 1,000.

When Professor Flory's school was
moved to Bridgewater, in 1882, Moses
Strickler, merchant and Civil War vet
eran, was mayor of the town; Dr. T. H.
B. Brown, physician, druggist, and
journalist, was the town's recorder; and
John W. Jacobs, shoemaker, was the
town's treasurer. The two persons named
last, along with James F. Lowman, S. G.
Dinkel, Jacob H. Lindsey, and Dr. John
G. Minor, physician, constituted the
town's council. Colonel Gabriel T. �ar
bee was editor and proprietor of the
Bridgewater Journal and proprietor of
the Barbee House. John W. F. Alle
mong was a merchant and president of
the Farmers' Bank. On the outskirts of
the town, Adam R. Hollen was a tanner
and proprietor of Dry River Mills, and
J. William Miller was the proprietor of
Long Glade Marble Works. These were
a few of Bridgewater's substantial and
enterprising citizens during the l 880's.
THE SCHOOL'S
RENTED QUARTERS
For a short while, the Virginia Nor
mal School used the public school build
ing of the town, located, approximately,
on the site of the present Bridgewater
elementary schoolhouse. Late in the fall
of 1882, however, it moved its classes
into "Sanger Chapel," on the second
floor of the newly constructed brick
store building of Sanger Brothers

An 1889 photograph of the.first building on the present campus. Built in 1883 the structure was destro_red b_r.fire in 1889.
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(Samuel F. and John E. Sanger), whose
mercantile establishment, facing Main
Street, was located in Bridgewater at the
southeast corner of Main Street and
East Commerce (today, East College)
Street. Those quarters, which the Ger
man Baptist Brethren used at certain
times for religious services, the Virginia
Normal School rented during the re
mainder of the session, 1882-83, and
during part of the session, 1883-84. The
school's trustees rented, also, "a large
substantial frame building" as a "Board
ing Hall," and another "large and com
modious" building for "young ladies'
apartments." (No information on the
location of the buildings is available.)
Male boarding students found rooms
elsewhere in the town. Professor Flory,
the school's principal, after living for a
few months in Bridgewater in a house on
Main Street near his school's rented
quarters, moved his family to a house in
Berlinton, a hamlet then one mile south
east of Bridgewater along North River.
A CAMPUS ACQUIRED
AND A BUILDING ERECTED
Not satisfied with rented quarters,
the trustees of the Virginia Normal
School made an appeal, particularly to
the congregations of the German Bap
tist Brethren in the Shenandoah Valley,
for funds with which to purchase a tract
of land for a campus and to erect a build
ing. The Bridgewater Journal hailed the
move as a "most commendable enter
prise," and one which merited "public
confidence and public patronage." "We
join with this whole community," the
Journal stated, "in wishing great success
to this noble undertaking. That it will be
a success, we, for one, do not entertain a
doubt."
The trustees appointed four of their
number as solicitors for raising the
needed funds, estimated at $6,000: Peter
S. Miller and John Flory, both of Bridge
water; Samuel Driver, of New Hope,
Augusta County; and Daniel C. Moo
maw, of Botetourt County. Samuel
Driver, father-in-law of Daniel C. Flory,
spent "practically a year" riding horse
back over the country soliciting contri
butions, returning with $1,900, $500
more than the amount he was asked to
obtain.
On April 20, 1883, Samuel Driver,
Daniel Garber, Emanuel D. Kendig,
Emanuel B. Shaver, and Daniel Yount,
representing the trustees of the Virginia

11
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Popularly known as "The White House," this building served.for many years as the women's dormitory.

Normal School, purchased of Mary A.
Brown, Philander Herring, and John
W. Wise, ten acres of land, situated
along both sides (but more on the south
west side) of a right of way for a street, to
be not less than 40 feet wide, and to be
opened for public use, and to extend
southeastward from Bridgewater toward
Berlinton. That ten-acre tract, situated
about midway between the corporate
limits (then) of Bridgewater and Berlin
ton, was taken from the "Brown Farm,"
and its purchase price was $800.
The right of way that bisected the ten
acres is, today, East College Street. Its
boundaries were marked, in 1883, by
furrows plowed through an open field.
Work on the school building was
begun during the summer of 1883. Dan
iel T. Click, a trustee of the school,
"hauled the first lumber ever put on the
ground to start the building." Not "until
sometime after the school opened its fall
session" in September, 1883, was the
structure finished. Then the Virginia
Normal School vacated its rented quar
ters in the Sanger Brothers building
along Main Street in Bridgewater.
The new building, facing northeast,
and located on a slight elevation over
looking North River to the south and
the town of Bridgewater to the north,
was a three-story, tin-roofed, brick struc
ture, 40 by 80 feet, situated where Wardo
Hall now stands. For about six years,
until it was destroyed by fire on Decem
ber 30, 1889, it was the main school
-13-

building. On the first floor were the
principal's office, the library, two class
rooms, the kitchen, the dining hall, and
the chapel; on the second floor, dormi
tory rooms and a study hall for female
students, and more classrooms; and on
the third floor, dormitories for male
students. In the building were two stair
ways, "one for the ladies exclusively,
and another for the gentlemen." The
structure, capable of accommodating 75
residents, had no central heating, no
running water, no plumbing, and no
electricity. It was heated by wood stoves.
From the wood pile, and the water
pump close by, outside the building,
students carried wood and water to their
rooms. The bell in the building's belfry
rang for rising in the morning, for meals
and classes during the day, and for retir
ing at night.
No other major structure graced the
school's campus until 1888, when a
"Young Ladies' Home," a two-story
frame building, 33 by 46 feet, facing
southwest, was erected on the northeast
side of East Commerce (today, East Col
lege) Street, directly opposite the pres
ent Memorial Hall. To the first floor of
that new facility (J. 0. T. Sellers, builder)
were moved the school's kitchen and
dining hall, and to the second floor, the
dormitory accommodations for female
students, thus releasing space in the
main school building for more class
rooms. That new structure, occupied in
Continued on page 20

Smith Elected to Board of Trustees
Rodney I. Smith, President of Smith
Cattleguard Company in Midland, Vir
ginia, has been elected to the Bridge
water College board of trustees.
The Fauquier County businessman
has a long and active association with

Bridgewater College. He serves as the
chairman of the Parents' Gifts Commit
tee, and is a member of both the Parents'
Advisory Committee and the Estate
Planning Committee for the college.
"We are pleased with Mr. Smith's
election to the board," says President
Wayne F. Geisert. "His work and sup
port over the past years have been very
valuable to us. He will continue to be an
important force in Bridgewater's efforts
to meet the growing needs of today's
education," says Geisert.
Smith was named the 1980 Small
Business Person of the Year in Virginia
by the Small Business Administration.
He was cited for not only business
accomplishments but community con
tributions as well.
Smith Cattleguard, a manufacturer
of precast concrete products, was
founded in 1961. The company's first

product, an all-concrete cattleguard, is
the largest selling cattleguard in the U.S.
It is manufactured in six plants and
marketed nationwide.
As president of the company founded
by his father, Rodney Smith has devel
oped many innovative precast products
including heated stock waterers, under
ground utiity vaults, transformer pads,
highway safety barriers, a single family
dwelling, utility sheds and fireplaces.
Of his appointment at Bridgewater,
Smith says, "I am proud of Bridgewater
College and the leadership brought to it
by Dr. Geisert and his associates. I am
happy to be a part of the growth and
Christian education at Bridgewater," he
adds.
He is married to the former Hazel
Dettwiler. Ashley Smith, the eldest of
their four sons, is a freshman at Bridge
water this year.

B.C. Trustees Approve $5 112 Million Budget
The Bridgewater College Board of
Trustees has approved a college oper
ating budget of over$5 ½ million for the
1980-81 fiscal year.
The board has also named officers for
the coming year, re-elected several mem
bers, and elected one new member.
President Wayne F. Geisert reported
that the budget of $5,650,495 is the larg
est in the college's hundred-year history.
The college anticipates $400,000 from
private sources and $160,800 in endow
ment earnings to supplement income
from tuition, fees, and other sources, he
said.
"We must continue to devote our
attention to Bridgewater's resource de
velopment program, and to direct spe
cial focus on this final year of Bridge
water's First Century Completion Fund,"
Dr. Geisert said. "The college must put
forth special effort to complete the $8
million development program by the
end of our year of Centennial obser
vance," he added. Bridgewater has raised
over$6.4 million in the program to date.
Dr. Geisert also emphasized the col
lege's challenge grant from the Kresge
Foundation, which will contribute the
final$ I 00,000 needed for the new swim
ming pool if Bridgewater completes the

remainder of the financing by April 15,
1981. At present an additional $300,000
is needed.
Garland F. Miller, President of Do
minion Manufacturing, Inc. in Bridge
water, was elected to his third term as
the chairman of the board of trustees.
Mr. Miller has held that post since 1978.
Phillip C. Stone, a partner in the
Harrisonburg law firm Wharton, Ald
hizer and Weaver, was re-elected vice
chairman for educational policy and
campus life, and James L. Keeler, a
senior partner of Keeler, Phibbs and
Company of Harrisonburg, was renamed
vice chairman for development and pub
lic relations. W. Wallace Hatcher, Pres
ident of Lantz Construction Company
in Broadway was re-elected secretary.
Other board officers re-elected this
fall include Lowell A. Miller, Bridge
water College's business manager, who
was named treasurer, and Dr. Dale V.
Ulrich, dean of the college, who was
named assistant secretary.
Robert D. Royer of Richmond, Vir
ginia, was elected to the status of Life
Trustee in recognition of his many years
of service on the board.
Rodney I. _Smith, President of the
Smith Cattleguard Company of Mid-14-

land, Virginia, was elected to complete
Royer's unexpired term on the board.
Board members who were re-elected
to five-year terms are: Ernest W. Aush
erman, President of Ausherman Con
struction Company in Frederick, Md.;
George E. Bryan, Chairman of the Board
of Wampler Foods, Inc. of Harrison
burg; Lester B. Hershey, President of
Hershey Tire Company, Staunton; Cle
tus E. Houff, President of Houff Trans
fer Company, Weyers Cave; Dr. Lowell
Wine, professor at Hollins College, Hol
lins, Virginia, and Garland F. Miller.
During the recent meetings, the board
members toured the new pool-gymna
sium project and Wakeman Hall, the
new men's residence now nearing com
pletion.
The board reviewed preliminary plans
for the renovation of Wardo Hall into
classrooms and offices after Wakeman
opens for use. In addition, they received
reports on the college's new computer
system installed last summer, and re
viewed Bridgewater's progress in com
pleting the details of the college's self
study in anticipation of reaffirmation of
accreditation by the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges and Schools.

College Begins
Rec Program
The Early Bird Recreation Program
began at Bridgewater on December I.
Planned to serve the business and pro
fessional community, the program makes
the college's recreational facilities avail
able to subscribers between the hours of
6 and 8 a.m.
During those hours of the day, partici
pants have access to the swimming pool,
handball courts, basketball courts, and
track and field facilities.
The purpose of the program is to
make the facilities of Bridgewater more
available to the community, and to pro
vide times convenient to busy schedules
for the use of these facilities.
Use of the gymnasium for a ten-week
term costs a subscriber$ I0. Pool use for
one term also costs $10. Subscribers
may join for the entire school year for a
$50 fee, which gives them access to all
facilities during the periods when the
college is in session.
Memberships may be purchased
through the college business office at
any time during the term on a pro rata
basis.
The swimming pool is open to chil
dren 14 and younger and their parents at
no charge on Saturday mornings from 9
to 11. Regular swim passes may be pur
chased from the college business office
for one dollar per day.

S. Earl Mitchell Named
to Church Relations Post

Dr. S. Earl Mitchell has joined the
Bridgewater staff as Director of Church
Relations. Dr. Mitchell, who received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Bridge
water in 1932, has had a long and distin
guished career as a pastor in the Church
of the Brethren.
Before coming to Bridgewater, Dr.
Mitchell had served in five pastorates

College Receives $50,000 From duPont
Bridgewater has received a $50,000
grant from the Jessie Ball duPont Reli
gious, Charitable, and Educational
Fund, Bridgewater President Wayne F.
Geisert has announced.
The$50,000 capital project grant will
be applied to the funding for the swim
ming pool addition to the Alumni Gym
nasium.
The duPont Grant is also important
in the college's efforts to claim a chal
lenge grant from the Kresge Foundation.
According to the terms of the Kresge
Grant, the college will receive $ I00,000
toward the swimming pool if the re
maining $368,000 for the pool is raised
by April 15, 1981.
"We are tremendously pleased to

receive the duPont Grant," says Presi
dent Geisert. "It is a great boost in our
efforts to claim the Kresge Grant, and to
keep Bridgewater College in the fore
front in private liberal arts education."
The Jessie Ball duPont Foundation
has given Bridgewater several previous
grants for the duPont Endowed Schol
arship Fund, which primarily aids stu
dents majoring in philosophy and reli
gion.
One of the goals of the duPont Fund,
established by Mrs. Alfred I. duPont, is
to strengthen and maintain private, in
dependent educational institutions.
Bridgewater has received over$ I00,000
in grants from the fund in the past four
years.
-15-

which included the First Church of the
Brethren in Roanoke and, most recently,
Mill Creek Church of the Brethren in
Port Republic. A graduate of Bethany
Theological Seminary, he was awarded
an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree
from Bridgewater.
Dr. Mitchell, who describes himself
as "semi-retired," and his wife, Vera,
spent two years before coming to B.C. in
volunteer service in the Macedonian
Mission living in a motor home and vis
iting small, rural churches throughout
the United States. During their two-year
mission, they visited 70 churches.
As Director of Church Relations, Dr.
Mitchell will serve as a liaison between
Bridgewater College and the churches.
"I've always been interested in the Col
lege and in the church and in the Col
lege-church relationship," says Dr. Mit
chell.
Noting that he gave up full retirement
after only six weeks, Dr. Mitchell says,
"I felt this position was an opportunity
to give some attention to areas of com
munication, cooperation and mutual
understanding between the College and
the church."

B.C. Trustee
Becomes Bank
President
William H. Groseclose, Bridgewater
College trustee, was named President of
Rockingham National Bank in Harri
sonburg.
Mr. Groseclose joined the Rocking
ham National Bank in 1963 as director
of agricultural services and later was
President of the bank's subsidiary Farm
Loan Corporation. He has been a mem
ber of the Board of Trustees of Bridge
water College since 1974.
Mr. and Mrs. Groseclose and their
two sons live in Penn Laird, Va.

Parents' Day Brings Many to B.C. Campus

idige Gordon addresses parents.

Over a thousand parents attended
Parents' Day on campus November I,
and welcomed Paige and Jean Gordon
as the new leaders of the Parents' Advi
sory Committee.
All of the traditional Parents' Day
events were exceptionally well-attended,
and lovely fall weather made the day a
very pleasant one. The day was made
even more enjoyable by Bridgewater's
21-20 victory over Washington and Lee's
football team, and the winning of the
state V AIA W championship in field
hockey the same weekend.
Mr. Gordon addressed a full house at
the morning program in the gymnasium
for parents and students.
Gordon, who received a bachelor's
degree in business administration from
Bridgewater, expressed his feeling that
"Bridgewater is a fine college" and that
"one of its greatest assets is the family
atmosphere that a smaller college can
provide."

Mrs. Gordon, the former Jean Bow
man of Martinsville, majored in home
economics when a student at Bridge
water. The Gordons see their role as that
of a liaison between students and the
college.
"I hope that we can serve as a conduit
for the ideas of students and faculty,"
says Gordon. "Students don't always
approach faculty members and adminis
trators as readily as they do their par
ents," he adds, "and we also want to
listen to other parents and hear the ideas
they have for and about the college."
The Gordons, who have three chil
dren, are the parents of Janis Paige, a
sophomore at Bridgewater.
The Parents' Advisory Committee
works with planning the annual Parents'
Day which honors the parents of B.C.
students. They also plan various orien
tation activities intended to make the

Parents visit campus.

transition to college life easier for par
ents as well as for the student.
As committee leaders, the Gordons
will work with twelve other parent cou
ples during the year.
PARENTS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE
*Mr. and Mrs. George Agee, 4410 Cordell Drive,
Roanoke, Virginia 24018- Their son, Andrew, is
a freshman.
Dr. and Mrs. E. Gifford Ammerman, 5323
North Lakes Drive, NW, Roanoke, Virginia
240 I 9 - Their son, Phillip, is a sophomore.
Mr. and Mrs. James 0. Bowman, 8227 Davis
Ford Road, Manassas, Virginia 22110 - Their
daughter, Carol, is a senior. and son, Dale, is a
freshman.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Deacon, P.O. Box 271,
Culpeper, Virginia 2270 I - Their daughter, Cyn
thia, is a sophomore, and son, Dennis, is a junior.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Garber, Sr., 2033
Garber Road, Winchester, Virginia 2260 I -Their
son, David, is a sophomore.
*Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Gardner, Route 2, Box 36,
Bridgewater, Virginia 22812 - Their daughter,
Kaye, is a freshman.
Mr. and Mrs. Paige K. Gordon, Route 2, Box
25X. Broadway, Virginia 228 I 5 - Their daugh
ter, Janis, is a sophomore.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Horst, 1875 Fountain
Head Road, Hagerstown. Maryland 2 I 740 Their son, Timothy, is a sophomore.
*Mr. and Mrs. Orrin Kline, Jr., P.O. Box 242,
Manassas, Virginia 221 IO - Their daughter,
Martha, is a freshman.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Russell, 12904 Fork Road.
Baldwin, Maryland 21013 - Their daughter,
Kathy, is a junior.
Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Smith. Jr., Route 2,
Box 295N, Bridgewater, Virginia 22812-Their
daughter, Sarah, is a sophomore.
*Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Smith. Route I, Box 10.
Midland. Virginia 22728- Their son, Ashley, is a
freshman.
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Wakeman, Route 4. Box
290, Luray, Virginia 22835 - Their sons are
George, a junior, and Dennis, a freshman.
*Jndicares Ne11· Members

B.C. Concert Choir 1981 Schedule
February 11 Spiritual Life Institute
Bridgewater College
March 27

Hollins Road Baptist
Church
Roanoke. VA

28 Antioch Church of
the Brethren
Rocky Mount. VA
29 First Baptist Church
Radford, VA
Ninth Street Church of
the Brethren
Roanoke. VA

7:30 p.m.

April 10 Wilmington Church of
the Brethren
Wilmington. DE

7:30 p.m.

II East Fairview Church of
the Brethren
Manheim. PA

7:30 p.m.

12 First Church of
the Brethren
York. PA

11:00 a.m.

3:00 p.m.

Lynn Haven Baptist Church 7:30 p.m.
Vinton. VA

7:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

9 Union Bridge Church of
the Brethren
Union Bridge. MD
10

10:45 a.m.

Hanover Church of
the Brethren
Hanover. PA

2:30 p.m.

Frederick Church of
the Brethren
Frederick, MD

7:30 p.m.
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May 8 Ferry Farms Baptist Church 7:30 p.m.
Fredericksburg. VA

Hagerstown Church of
the Brethren
Hagerstown, MD

7:30 p.m.

10:45 p.m.

First Church of the Brethren7:30 p.m.
Harrisonburg. VA
17

Mill Creek Church of
the Brethren
Port Republic. VA

10:00 a.m.

Bridgewater Church of
the Brethren
Bridgewater. VA

8:00 p.m.

Playbill Important, too, says MacPhail
�
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A collection of programmes designed by Ralph MacPhail, Jr.

Ralph MacPhail, Jr. places as much
importance on the programmes for a
dramatic production as he does on any
other aspect of the production. Mac
Phail is Assistant Professor of Drama,
Speech and English at Bridgewater, and
the director of the drama group, the Pin
ion Players.
"The only tangible thing that an
audience has to take home is the pro
gramme," says MacPhail, who works to
make the programme something worth
saving. "The programme for a produc
tion should be entertaining, too," he
says. "Too often, the programme is
something thrown together as an after
thought, without care and planning," he
notes.

Many of MacPhail's playbills relate
thematically to the play. You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown was accompanied
by a replica of the cover of the familiar
black and white composition book, the
cast of characters inside hand-lettered,
all in keeping with the school-boy life of
protagonist Charlie Brown.
The programme for Twelve Angry
Jurors resembled a legal brief. The Best
Man, Gore Vidal's drama about a polit
ical campaign, inspired MacPhail to
design a programme that looked like a
sample ballot for a voting machine.
Thornton Wilder's Our Town was paired
with a programme in the form of the
Grover's Corners Sentinel, a miniature
newspaper from the fictional New

Hampshire town depicted in the play.
Other programmes have developed
from the historical backgrounds of the
plays themselves. MacPhail, who is a
recognized scholar on the works of W.
S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan, has
directed several of their famous light
operas. The programmes he chose for a
1977 Oak Grove production and the
1980 Barksdale Theater production of
The Mikado were both adaptations of
the original programmes provided by
Gilbert and Sullivan for the play's 1887
run.
MacPhail's programmes give play
goers something to do while waiting for
the curtain to rise-they're chock full of
reading material. He may include a crit
ical essay, as he did on the back of a 1978
programme for Antigone. The pro
gramme for the 1977 production of The
American Dame contained seven pages
of excerpts gleaned from the turn-of
the-century women's magazines. Arti
cles and advertisements of the period
not only entertained audiences awaiting
the curtain's rise, but also laid ground
work and established the mood for the
play.
"They don't leave many programmes
on the seats and the floor," says Mac
Phail. "Some people ask way ahead of
time what kind of programme I've got
planned," he adds.
The programmes add an interesting
and enjoyable dimension to each pro
duction. They are attractive, informa
tive and entertaining, the product of his
knowledge of drama, familiarity with
printing techniques and interest in
graphic design.

Phibbs to Chair Estate Planning Committee
Mr. Donald E. Phibbs of Dayton,
Virginia, has recently been named the
new chairman of the Estate Planning
Committee to succeed Mr. Harold
Hersch of Manassas who died in a plane
crash.
The Estate Planning Committe en
courages alumni, friends, and parents to
consider a gift to Bridgewater College
through a living trust or a bequest.
A 1957 graduate of Bridgewater Col-

lege, Mr. Phibbs has had a distinguished
career in Harrisonburg and Rocking
ham County as a partner in the account
ing firm of Keeler, Phibbs & Company.
His leadership has involved assisting in
the affairs of Bridgewater College,
Rockingham Memorial Hospital and
Foundation, the American Red Cross,
the Dayton United Methodist Church,
and the Virginia and American Society
of Certified Public Accountants.
-17-

Donald E. Phibbs

SPORTS NEWS

by Curtiss Dudley '83

Eagles Win 1980
ODAC Football Title

"They just never gave up. This has
been the best team effort I've been asso
ciated with," commented Coach John
Spencer about his I 980 ODAC Football
Champions. The Eagles demonstrated
great team effort as they used numerous
big plays in claiming a 4-1 conference
record and the first championship in the
history of B.C. football.
The Eagles began their season with a
13-6 victory over St. Pauls, followed by
a 24-0 walloping of Maryville, the new
est ODAC member. The next three
games were not so pleasant. On Home
coming, Hampden-Sydney ran over the
Eagles 35-6, and Newport News fol
lowed suit defeating the Eagles 35-14.
Guilford handed the Eagles their third
straight loss 28-12.
After the third loss, the Eagles were
able to turn the season around. The first
to fall was Emory & Henry, 15-14.
Washington and Lee provided the next
victory as the Eagles survived the Gen
erals' 20 point fourth quarter,and Char
lie Gunter stopped the Generals' two
point conversion just shy of the goal line
with 27 seconds left in the game. To

clinch the ODAC title, the Eagles de
feated the defending champion Yellow
Jackets of Randolph-Macon 27-25. The
Eagles finished their season in Washing
ton,D.C. with a 34-31 win over the Car
dinals of Catholic University for a final
overall record of 6-3. The Eagles came
from behind three times to match the
I 972 record.
Coach John Spencer was named
ODAC Coach of the Year, and five
players were named to the All-ODAC
Team. Senior Duane Harrison was
named punter and first team quarter
back. Harrison averaged 41.7 yards per
punt and completed 46 of I 09 passes for
762 yards and five TDs in six games.
Also named to the first team offense was
senior center Jeff McCurry. Named to
the first team defense were two sopho
mores, linebacker John Cole, who led
the Eagles in tackles with 74, and cor
nerback Gerald Benjamin, who was
among the nation's Division III top
interceptors with 9. David Wellman, a
senior, was named to the second team
offense. Wellman scored IO touchdowns
and rushed for 75 yards per game.

Field Hockey
Team Takes
VAIAW Title

The Eagles got off to a quick start in
1980,winning their first seven games on
their way to an 8-1 conference record.
Coach Laura Mapp's squad entered the
state tournament seeded second, but
emerged as the VAJA W Division III
State Champions.
A single goal separated the ladies
from a national bid as they were disap
pointed with a 1-0 overtime loss to Mary
Washington in round one of the regional
tournament. They bounced back to win
a pair of 3-0 contests and place fifth in
the region. The first round loss was the
only shutout against B.C. in I 980 as the
women outscored their opponents 50-19.
Named to the State Tournament
Team were senior forward Alice Hop
kins from Havre de Grace, Md. and
sophomore Terry Cox from Greenville,
Va. Hopkins led the team with 21 total
goals; Cox recorded three shutouts dur
ing tournament play and 5 in post
season play.
Peggy Kidd, a sophomore from
Oneida, N. Y.,added 17 goals to the B.C.
season. The defense which allowed very
little play in the Eagle zone was led by
senior captain Ann Haines,junior Nancy
Millinger and sophomore sweeper
Wendy Smith.

Volleyball Team
Second in State

Bridgewarer College's John Spencer named 1980 ODA C Coach of the Year.
)
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Coach Mary Frances Heishman's
volleyball squad advanced one step
closer to the Nationals this year as they
finished fourth in the region. Like last
year, they finished second in the state,
but unlike last year, they received a
berth in the regional playoffs. Within
their state division, the women were 5-0,
which was capped by an exciting victory
over Mary Washington, the team which
defeated the Eagles in the state cham
pionship last year.
Lisa McDaniels, a 5'9" senior from
Blacksburg, Va. was named to both
state and regional tournament teams.
The team's final record for the 1980
season was 19-1 I.

Basketball Outlook Good for 1980-81
MEN'S BASKETBALL
There is a great deal of enthusiasm on
the basketball court of B.C. this year,
despite last year's 4-22 record. Five
returning lettermen, including three
starters, and seven talented newcomers
give Coach Mel Myers reason to look
forward to the 1980-81 season.
The Eagles hope to produce a respect
able and exciting team. "We are much
quicker than last year's squad, and we
have a much improved attitude," says
Coach Myers. Myers also commented,
"Last year we lacked depth, and this
year depth will be no problem." With a
roster of 13 players of nearly equal abil
ity, the bench will have depth. "If every
one assumes his role, we can win some
ball games."
Returning starters include Co-Cap
tains and seniors Lester Perry and Jeff
Smith along with sophomore Andrew
Keller. Perry, a 6'5" center from Char
lottesville, averaged 11.4 points and 7.2
rebounds per game last year. Smith, a
guard from Dayton, Va., led the Eagles

Cross Country
Has Even Season
Dr. Jopson's cross country team raced
its way to an even 4-4 record and a third
place finish in the Old Dominion Ath
letic Conference. The third place finish
was one notch above the 1979 squad's.
The runners were led by senior
Dwight Denlinger, ODAC's runner of
the year. Dwight placed first in the
ODAC meet with a time of 26:42. Den
linger also qualified for the National
meet with a super performance at re
gionals. In the regional meet held at
Bethany College in West Virginia, he
finished second with a time of 27:00.
Besides Denlinger, the Eagles received
fine running performances from Pete
Crouse, Dave Burtner, Terry Lenny,
Tom Gross, Lynn Dyer, Pat Paul, Kurt
Richie and Jim Nichols.

in scoring with a 13.4 average, and led
the ODAC in assists with 169. Keller,
from Strasburg, Va., is a 6'3" forward.
Other returning lettermen include
juniors Curtis Arey, a forward from
Bridgewater, Va., and Dan Fitzgerald, a
center from Silver Spring, Md.
Of the newcomers, sophomore trans
fers Darren Maynard and Keith Smith
will help out at the guard positions,
along with Bobby Fowler, a junior who
did not play his first two years at B.C.
Sophomores Gerald Benjamin and Bruce
Frederick will fill in as forwards.
Freshmen Stan Banner and Robert
Hill should provide a good outside
shooting attack. Also providing strength
will be 6'4" freshman Andrew Agee.
The 1980-81 Eagles just might sur
prise a few people. As many players say,
"Football did it, why can't we?"

said that she "could substitute frequently
without a noticeable change in the team's
performance." With four starters lost to
graduation, she hopes that last year's
depth, who will be this year's key play
ers, will provide power in defending
their VAIAW Division III state title.
Top returners from last year's 22-7
team include Kim Stevens and Wanda
Morris. Stevens, a 5'11" sophomore
from Harrisonburg, led the team in scor
ing (16.8) and rebounding (249) in 7980. Morris, a 5'6" sophomore from Nor
folk finished last season with the team's
second highest scoring average, 11.8.
Other key returners include juniors
Sherry Wilhelm and Melinda Souder.
Both Souder and Wilhelm will be play
ing guard. Terry Cox, from Greenville,
Va., will play at both forward and guard
positions.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

With the "working attitude" Coach
Mapp generates, 1980-81 can be just as
successful as last year, which was the
most successful in the history of women's
basketball at B.C.

Looking back to last year's women's
basketball team, Coach Laura Mapp

Carlyle "Cotton)) Whitelow
Honored by Ruritan Club

Carlyle "Cotton" Whitelow, Assis
tant Professor of Physical Education
at Bridgewater, was named Citizen of
the Year by the Bridgewater Ruritan
Club.
-19-

Whitelow, who coaches tennis and
1s assistant football and basketball
coach. was the first recipient of the
new award.
A member of the Bridgewater
Rotary Club, Whitelow was recog
nized for his friendliness, his willing
ness to serve, and especially his devo
tion to the elderly of the community.
In his acceptance speech, Whitelow
credited his mother for much of his
success. "It was rough for her," he
said. "My father died about the time
for me to get here to college. She
worked hard."
He received a B.A. degree from
Bridgewater in 1959, and joined the
B. C. faculty in 1969 after earning the
master's degree from the University
of Virginia.

Business Campaign Gets
$15,000 Challenge

Alumni Gym as it appeared in 1959-the 1980 Business Campaign goal is to raise $100,000 to help pay.for
the addition of classrooms and a swimming pool to the gym.

Bridgewater College has received
$15,000 to be used in matching gifts
from local businesses.
The announcement was made at a
kickoff breakfast of the college's Harri
sonburg-Rockingham County Business
Campaign. George S. Aldhizer, III,
senior partner in the Harrisonburg law
firm Wharton, Aldhizer, and Weaver
and chairman of this year's business
campaign, said that the grant was made
specifically to aid Bridgewater in meet
ing its challenge grant from the Kresge
Foundation.
Aldhizer noted that the grant will
match all new and increased giving from
businesses participating in the campaign
up to a total of$15,000. No limit will be
placed on the amount of any individual
gift to be matched.
Aldhizer told the group of business
leaders that he is very enthusiastic about
the new college swimming pool. "The
challenge is a great start for our cam
paign and will help us to meet our goal
of $ I00,000 from Harrisonburg and
Rockingham businesses and industries,"
Aldhizer told the group.

President Geisert emphasized the
importance of the business campaign in
assisting the college in meeting its chal
lenge to raise$300,000 by April 15, 1981
in order to claim $ I00,000 from the
Kresge Foundation.
A report on the impact of Bridge
water's financial operation and alumni
on area economic activity was also pre
sented to the volunteer group. According
to recent figures, Bridgewater generates
in excess of $16 million annually in the
local area. In addition to staff and stu
dents, nearly 1600 alumni are living in
the Harrisonburg-Rockingham vicinity.
The business volunteers had an op·
portunity to tour the newly completed
swimming pool and to see the pool'i
special adaptations for use in teachinf
and in physical therapy.
During the campaign which will rur
through December 16, over 250 busi
nesses will be solicited by some 70 busi
nessmen and women who have volun
teered to be campaign workers. Las
year's campaign netted nearly$90,000 ir
capital fund contributions to the college.
-20-

Wardo...

(Continued from page 7)

upon wonders' But let us venture farther in and
even walk down the length of the lower hall. Here
on each hand rise the rich and stately mansions of
Harpine, Sheets, Miller, Sanger, Petry, Wampler,
Wyand, and Thomas, all which names are known
to the uttermost limits of the campus. Men of
renown! Let us not disturb them in their search for
learning, but pass on the habitations of men no
less illustrious among us. Since there is no elevator
in operation we must mount these steps on our
feet. Up we go the towering height of seventeen
steps. and land at the top, so much nearer the stars
and eveloped in an etherial atmosphere. This is the
exalted altitude occupied by such persons as Wine,
Gochenour. Myers. Garber, Cline, Strickler,
McKinney, Shirkey, Naff, Kaetzel, Huffman!
What a glorious number! When before was such a
genial host gathered under one roof? How the
muse of history will chuckle over these names fifty
years hence, when she subscribes them in her
immortal volume! Poets, orators, philosophers!
The name of Wardo Hall will remain when her
pine boards have decayed to dust and her plaster
walls have been washed into the sea. The mind
grows dizzy amid such contemplations. Let us
retrace our steps to lowly mother earth, and let us
hurry. for look, it is the sweeping time of day, and
half a dozen doors are flung open, and out come
clouds of dust and dirt. through which you can
dimly see the form of a man, flourishing his broom
over his head, and coughing and spitting trium
phantly in his doorway.
Long stand Wardo Hall! Let the heat of
summer strike her roof and walls, and the storms
of winter beat her sides without avail; while within
may the minds of youth. generation after genera
tion, search out the riches of knowledge and truth!
Let them all together, Victorian and Virginia Lee,
be merry. laugh and prosper while the pleasant
days of youth are not yet passed away. W. J. B.

Flory's School
(Continued from page 12)
December, 1888, its occupants called
the "White House," as early at January,
1889, but the school's catalogue did not
apply that name until 190 I.
The school's grounds were an area
with few trees, but during the fall of
1887, a number of trees were planted.
The portion of the campus to the east of
the institution's main building, towards
the present Founders' Hall, was used as
a recreation area, while the portion

First graduating Class-I 886: D. 8. Garber, Kittie
Danner, W. K. Franklin.

across the street from where Wardo Hall
now stands was made into a garden for
the growing of vegetables for the school's
kitchen.
THE SCHOOL'S INCORPORATION
On March 3, 1884, the General As
sembly of Virginia formally incorporated
the Virginia Normal School. The legis
lative enactment made the institution's
trustees "a body politic and corporate,"
by the name of the "Virginia Normal
School," and gave the new non-stock
corporation the power to purchase and
hold "any property real and personal"
for the use of the school, and to make,
for the government of the institution,
such rules and by-laws it might consider
necessary. It gave "complete validity" to
all real and personal property acquired,
subscriptions of money received, houses
built, officers and professors appointed,
and contracts made in the name of the
Virginia Normal School, and granted to
the school "all rights, powers, privileges,
exemptions and immunities secured by
the laws of Virginia to like colleges or
institutions." It empowered the institu
tion's trustees to elect officers and a
board of directors, and authorized the
president and the directors to appoint
such other "officers, agents or assis
tants" as might be deemed necessary,
and to fill, by appointment, all "vacan
cies occurring in the forty trustees."
Finally, it directed the trustees to meet
annually to transact their business, and
declared that a majority of them should
constitute a quorum.
By virtue of its charter, the Virginia
Normal School acquired the authority
to confer degrees, upon the satisfactory
completion of course requirements: the
Bachelor of English (B.E.) degree, for
the two-year "Normal Course"; the
Bachelor of Science (B.S.), for the "Sci
entific Course," which require two years
of work beyond the "Normal Course";
and the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), for the
four-year "Classical Course." Writing a
thesis "upon some Scientific, Literary,
or Educational subject" was a require
ment for each of the degrees.*
*The chief sources of information for the foregoing article
were the files of the Briclg1111·ater Journal, Philomarhean
Monthly, Rockingham Reg1'.\'1er, and VirKinia Normal
Worker: Bridgewater town records: Rockingham County
Deed Book No. 23: D. J. Lake and Co.. Atlas of" Rock
ingham Count_r, Virginia ( 1885): Ac1.,- and .Joint Rl!sulu
tions c�( the Virginia G<:'neral Assemhly: and Virginia
Normal School catalogues. Specific footnote citations
will appear in the forthcoming centennial history of
Bridgewater College.

Anna Mae Myers, Dick Stevens and Brydon De Witt prepare to tape segment.

"Bridgewater College Presents... "

Viewers in the Shenandoah Valley
have seen and will continue to see a wide
variety of offerings on "Bridgewater
College Presents." The monthly pro
grams broadcast on WVPT-TV, the
area's public television station, cover
not only campus life, but off-campus
cultural events and educational topics as
well.
In August, one of the most successful
and popular broadcasts included an on
location filming of excerpts from The
Mikado, the Gilbert and Sullivan light
opera directed by Ralph MacPhail, Jr.
at Barksdale near Richmond. In addi
tion to the lively numbers, the program
contained an interview with MacPhail,
who discussed the current popularity of
Gilbert and Sullivan, and Cyndi Orr,
'80, who designed the costumes for the
show.
"Career Planning and Internships"
was the focus for the September produc
tion. The show examined the workings
of Bridgewater's Career Planning Office,
particularly its very successful intern
ship program. Dr. Martha Thornton,
Coordinator of Career Planning, and
Dale E. Mekeel, Director of Internships,
discussed the role of the career counse
lor in a student's career selection process.
Appearing on the program with Dr.
Thornton and Mr. Mekeel were Mr.
Dick Beech, '80, and Mr. Zach Patter-21-

son. Mr. Patterson is President of the
First Virginia Bank-Planters, where
Beech spent a very satisfying internship
during his senior year.
The November program explored the
topic of "Aging Gracefully." Mr. Dick
Stevens, Director of the Bridgewater
Home, and Anna Mae Myers, Chair
man of the Home Economics Depart
ment and manager of Home Call, Inc.
discussed services, benefits and care
available to the elderly in the area.
A special Christmas program for De
cember featured excerpts from the Col
lege choir's Christmas program directed
by Jesse Hopkins, Assistant Professor
of Music. Dr. John Barr played several
seasonal selections on the organ.
Programs are being planned on many
subjects for the coming year. As a part
of the College's Centennial observances.
interesting aspects of the history of the
college will be discussed and illustrated
with some of the many old photographs
from the archives. The new swimming
pool and its many recreational and ther
apeutic uses will also be investigated.
In October, the program began airing
at a new time. It was moved from its old
Sunday time slot to 9:30 p.m. on Fridays.
The show is regularly hosted by Bry
don M. DeWitt, Bridgewater's Director
of Development.

THE ORIGINAL
ALUMNI NOTES
The first B.C. Alumni Notes appeared in
the October, 1899 Philomathean Monrhlr.
I. S. Long is at the University of Virginia.
D. W. Crist is a "prof' in the Prince Wil
liam Normal School.
J. H. Cline holds the chair of Ancient Lan
guages and Mathematics in Lordsburg Col
lege. California.
J. W. Wayland remains as a teacher in the
Alma Mater.
W. K. Conner also stays with the Alma
Mater and succeeds D. W. Crist as "Knight of
the Quill."
Sallie V. Garber will teach near Timberville.
S. D. Zigler is principal at Mayland.
Ottie F. Showalter will teach at Scott's
Ford.
J. A. Garber has returned to Bridgewater
for post-graduate work.
Prof. I. N. H. Beahm has accepted the pre
sidency of Lordsburg College.
Prof. J. C. Beahm has succeeded to the
principalship at Brentsville.
Rev. P. B. Fitzwater has charge of the
Brethren Church at Elkhart, Indiana.
Prof. J. A. Garber still holds his position
under the Goverment at Washington. His
recent visit to Bridgewater was appreciated.
Prof. J. D. Shaver, a graduate of Music of
'97. still loves the "art divine." but it must now
take second place in his affections. He and
Miss C. Agnes Miller were married just shortly
before last commencement.

CLASS NOTES
20's

Srudents enjor rhe Snack Shop in /948 in rhe basement of" Memorial.

Vernie Wright, '24. is a retired Registered
Nurse and is keeping house for her brother
Charles in Weyers Cave. Virginia.
Ruth Beahm Whitacre, '24. and Jesse W.
Whitacre, '26. are enjoying life at Friendship
Manor in Roanoke. Rev. Whitacre serves pul
pits in the absence of pastors; has preached in
34 of the churches in and around Roanoke. He
will celebrate his 60th year in the ministry in
April of I 981.
Harry A. Brunk, '25. compiled the Brunk
genealogy outlining the progeny of Jacob
Brunk the Will-Maker published in 1978.
Raymond E. Good, '25. and his wife toured
the West Coast on their summer theatre tour.
Among the highlights of the tour were Port
land's Rose Test Garden and Victoria's Butch
art Gardens. Mr. and Mrs. Good reside in
Dearborn. Michigan.
Madge Stover Weaver, '28, is enjoying trav
eling and auditing classes at J MU.

30's

The old librarr in rhe basement of Cole Hall, in /951, provided srudr area fur students.
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Effie Tillmer Stickley, '30. reports that she
is still raising Hereford cattle on her home
farm in Strasburg. Va. She attends concerts
and shows in the Metropolitan area and enjoys
going on scenic tours.
Marie Quinn Hoffman, '32. is spending the
winter in St. Petersburg, Florida.
Leslie Omer Shirley, '37. is serving as pas
tor of Springfield United Methodist Church in
Jacksonville. Florida. Rev. Shirley is also
active in Kiwanis.

Ruth Lequear Holzer, '38, although in
retirement. has been helping her husband, Dr.
0. A. Holzer, create a student health center at
Florida Institute of Technology. Dr. and Mrs.
Holzer are residing in Melbourne, Florida.

40's
Victor Glick, '40. and his wife Mary have
completed restoration of Troy Farms near
Bridgewater, which is described in the Holiday
Issue of Shenandoah Magazine. Mary and
Victor are busy with their decorating business.
Mary Glick Interiors.
William Z. Cline, '41, as director of Estate
Planning Services at Northwestern University,
received a $500 Grand Award for his depart
ment in the category of Improvement in Fi
nancial Support at the annual meeting of
CASE (Council for Advancement and Sup
port of Education) in July, 1980. Bill's depart
ment achieved 194% growth over the three
year period. '76 to '79, increasing deferred gifts
from $766,153 to $2,249,932. His department
received Exceptional Achievement Awards in
1978 and 1979.
Shirley Hoover Taylor, '41, is serving on
the Advisory Committee to the National Office
of Coastal Zone Management in the Depart-·
ment of Commerce. Dr. Taylor is living in
Tallahassee, Florida.
Warren B. Crummett, '43, was awarded the
H. H. Dow Medal by the Dow Chemical
Company in October. Dr. Crummett, a re
search scientist with Dow for 29 years, was
recognized for his pioneer work in advancing
analytical technology.
Sylvia Seese Bieber, '47, is teaching 2nd
grade in Southeast School of the Lebanon
School District in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Bieber is
teaching a totally blind child this year, who has
been mainstreamed into the regular classroom.

SO's
William D. Wampler, '50. has been ap
pointed to the Federal Farm Credit Board by
President Carter and confirmed by the U.S.
Senate for a six year term. Wampler represents
the Baltimore District which includes Virginia.
West Virginia, Delaware, Maryland. Pennsyl
vania and Puerto Rico.
Paige K. Gordon, '52, has been named to
the Real Estate Leaders of America. a national
real estate educational association. Only one
realtor from each U.S. city may be named to
the group.
Norman E. Workman, '53, received a CLU
degree (Certified Life Underwriters) in Chi
cago recently. Norman is a member of the

Rockingham Association of Life Underwri
ters, president of the McGaheysville Water Co.
and a member of the Elkton Masonic Lodge.
Mr. Workman lives in Elkton, Va.
Lee B. Sheaffer, '54, has moved to Alders
gate United Methodist Church as senior minis
ter. The church has a membership of around
2,500. Dr. Shaeffer is living in Alexandria,
Virginia.
George S. Widmyer, '54, reports that "West
Virginia is almost heaven." Rev. Widmyer
retired in June, 1980 and is enjoying life in the
lovely mountain community of Lahmansville.
T. Rodman Layman, '56, was named by
Gov. Dalton as Secretary of Public Safety,
Commonwealth of Virginia, one of the six
posts in the cabinet of the Governor. For the
past IO years Layman was a member of the
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Commis
sion; the majority of that time he served as
chairman.
William E. Stephenson, '59, has been pro
moted to manager of Industrial Relations for
the Textile Fiber Department at duPont Com
pany. Bill had previously been manager of Per
sonnel and Industrial Relations at duPont's
Chattanooga, Tenn. plant for a number of
years. The Stephensons are now residing in
Wilmington, Del.

60's
Melvin 0. Wiggins, Jr., '60, displayed his
handcrafted furniture at Richmond and Roa
noke craft fairs in November. Wiggins. who
has a woodworking shop in western Augusta
County. Virginia. taught 1969-78 at Valley
Vocational-Technical School in Fishersville
before devoting his time to building tables,
chests and other household furniture.
Cecil W. Fike, '61, is head of the Depart
ment of Pastoral Care at Kennestone Hospital
in Marietta. Georgia.
Joyce Myers Fike, '63, is head of the home
economics department of Sprayberry High
School in Marietta. Georgia. Sprayberry has
an enrollment of 2400.
Mary Coffman Early, '65, is teaching 7th &
8th grade English at the University School on
campus of East Tennessee State University in
Johnson City. Tennessee.
Phyllis Clower Wilson, '65, toured Israel
and Jordan in June. 1980. on a scholarship she
received through Choristers Guild. She also
attended the Passion Play in Oberammergau.
Germany on the return trip. Phyllis has written
an article about this experience entitled "Pil
grimage 1980" published in the October 1980
issue of Nalional Choris1er Guild Leuers. Mrs.
Wilson is director of music at St. Mark's Uni
ted Methodist Church in Mesquite. Texas.
Douglas M. Graves, '68, has been pro
moted to corporal in the Fairfax County, Vir
ginia. Police Department. Douglas has been a
member of the department since 1974. On
April 26, 1979, he was presented the Silver
Medal for Valorous Service by the Fairfax
County Chamber of Commerce. He served as a
patrol officer for seven years and is presently
serving as a patrol supervisor at one of the
department's seven district stations.

70's

Warren B. Crummell, '43

T. Rudman Layman, '56

Nancy Boller, '70. athletic director, physi
cal education teacher. and coach at the Har
ford Vocational-Technical High School in Bel
Air. Maryland, was named Supervisor of
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Secondary School Physical Education and
Athletics by the Board of Education in Sep
tember.
H. Roller and Jerry J. Shipplett, both '71,
report that Roller is a stockbroker with Scott
& Stringfellow, Inc. in Staunton and Jerry is a
housewife. They have two daughters; Nikki,
age 7, and Jacqueline, age 5.
Sam J. Sligar, '71, is working on his M.Th.
in Pastoral Counseling-Geriatric Counseling
at Columbia Theological Seminary in Deca
tur, Georgia. Rev. Sligar has been serving as
Administrative Chaplain for Budd Terrace
and Wesley Woods Towers since 1978 in
Atlanta, Georgia.
Roy H. Andes, '73, is now serving as an
assistant attorney general in the Department
of Justice in Helena, Montana. He was for
merly a partner in a law firm in Bozeman.
Karen Smith Crites, '73, was appointed
postmaster at Whitmer, West Virginia, on
Nov. I, 1980. Karen is married to Kenneth 0.
Crites, '73, and they have two children; Kenny,
age 9, and Michelle, age 5.
Bessie Sui Ying Fong, '73, has been doing
research at McMaster University, Department
of Pathology, in Ontario, Canada for the past
year. She previously spent two years living in
Europe.
Joseph W. Litten, '73, has been appointed
clinical biochemist in the Memorial Hospital
Department of Laboratories in Cumberland,
Md. Dr. Litten was awarded his doctorate in
pathology in 1977 from the Medical College of
Virginia. He was on the faculty of the East
Carolina University School of Medicine,
Greenville, N.C., as assistant professor of
pathology for the past three years. Dr. Litten
and his wife, Theresa, have four children.
Rick Claybrook, '74, has been appointed
Deputy Director of the Virginia Liaison Office
in Washington, D.C. Rick is living in Spring
field, Virginia.
Rhonda Renee Rhoda, '74, is employed as
a nutritionist for the Food and Nutrition Ser
vice, U.S. Department of Agriculture, at the
Midwest Regional Office in Chicago.
Michael Scales, '75, left the United States
on April 9. I979 on 4-H assignment to Gua
temala as a Youth Development Program
Specialist. Michael's family recently visited
him in Jutiapa, and he served as their Spanish
speaking interpreter and tour guide during
their six-day visit.
Susan Billhimer, '77, has been selected by
the U.S. Women's Lacrosse Association to
play on the U.S. Touring Team to Australia.
The world champion U.S. team will be defend
ing its title in Australia in June 1981. Susan,
who plays regularly for the Virginia Lacrosse
Association, will be the goalie on the World
Championship Squad.
Stephen W. Broache, '78, is the principal of
a small Christian school of 38 students. Broache
is also in the free ministry at The First Church
of the Brethren in N. Ft. Myers, Florida.
C. Edward Gibbs, Jr., '78, and Leslie T.
West, III, '78, helped with coaching at a Girl's
Basketball Clinic in Richmond, Virginia.
Nadine Sherwood, '78, is assistant branch
manager of a First Virginia Bank branch in
Falls Church, Va., and is living in Fairfax, Va.
Cyndie C. Bare, '79, is an editor for Ameri
can Journal of Urology. John H. Bare, '79, is
an Actuary for Alexander and Alexander, Inc.
Cyndie and John are living in Baltimore,
Maryland.
Stephen R. Crichton, '79, is assistant man
ager of a Reston Branch of First Virginia
Bank. Stephen is living in Burke, Virginia.

80's
Teresa Hammer, '80, is employed by the
Rockbridge County School system as a class
room music teacher. Teresa is residing in Lex
ington, Virginia.
Belle A. Scheibner, '80, is studying linguis
tics at Georgetown University in Washington,
D.C. Belle is working towards an M.A.T.
degree in English as a second language. Miss
Scheibner is residing in Falls Church, Virginia.
Debra Link Sheffer, '80, won the James T.
Davis award at the Lynchburg Fine Arts I 980
outdoor show. Her entry was a still life oil
painting. Debra's art studio at 16-18 S. New
Street in Staunton was featured as a part of the
walking tour of the downtown area by the
Staunton Fine Arts Association in October.

WEDDING BELLS

Dale Houff, '72, married Meredith Kelly
on Sept. 6, 1980 at the Church of the Good
Shepherd in Burke, Va. The couple is living in
Luray, Va., where Mr. Houff is a partner in the
law firm of Swetnam and Houff.
Elizabeth Williard, '74, married Thomas J.
Conine on August 16, 1980. Mr. and Mrs.
Conine are living in Beaufort, North Carolina.
Kay Jeanette Spitzer, '79. married Gregory
Edsel Harper, '78, on Sept. 6, 1980 at Middle
River Church of the Brethren at New Hope,
Va. Kay is a bookkeeper for William Edwards
Inc. in Verona and Gregory is a management
trainee with Shenandoah's Pride Dairy in
Winchester, Va. The couple is living in Win
chester, Va.
Guy Harvey Spruhan III, '79, married Lisa
Lorraine Hinck in Sept. I 980 at Asbury United
Methodist Church in Harrisonburg, Va. Guy
is working in quality control at Shenandoah
Food Processors and they are living in Harri
sonburg, Va.
Steven P. Johnson, '79, and Patricia L.
Hening, '80, were married October 4, 1980,
and a�e living in South Boston, Virginia, where
Steve is assistant manager for Heck's.
Beth Robin Vaccaro, '79, married Edward
Charles Pease, '82, on Sept. 6, 1980 at Gospel
Community Tabernacle in Oneonta, N. Y. Beth
is employed by the Dairy Herd Improvement
Association. and they are currently living in
Bridgewater, Va.
Amy Kathryn Bryant, '82, married Daryl
Douglas Ritchie, '82, on Sept. I, 1980 at
Staunton Church of the Brethren. The couple
is currently living in Dayton. Va.

FUTURE EAGLES

Gary I., '69, and Nancy Milstead Hottle,
'70, a daughter, Karen Michelle, on September
21, 1980. Gary and Nancy also have a daugh
ter, Tara, age 3. The Hottles are living in Front
Royal.
Karen Adams Wyrick, '70. and Ronald, a
son, Jonathan. born July 18, I 980. The Wy
ricks have two other children; Benjamin, age
3½ and Kimberly, age I½. They are living in
Keyser, W.Va.
Brenda Flory Ross, '71, and Charles, a son,
David Donahue. born July 9, I 980. Brenda,
Charles and David are living in Gainesville.
Virginia.
Bruce W. Bowen, '72, and Susan K. Bowen,
'73, a son, Carter Bruce, born November 15.
1980. Bruce, Susan. and Carter are living in
Mechanicsville, Virginia.
Barbara Stumpf Adams, '73. and David R.

Adams. a son, Robert Benjamin Adams, born
September 24, 1980. The Adams are living in
Sterling, Virginia.
David Russel Holl, '73, and Christine
Brumbaugh Holl, '77, a daughter, Robin
Marie, born October 10, 1980. The Halls are
living in Bridgewater, Virginia.
Miles S. and Deborah F. Bowman, both
'74, a daughter, Melanie Lorraine, born July 4,
1980. Deborah and Miles also have a son,
Daniel, age 2. The Bowmans are living in
Havertown, Pennsylvania.
Cindy Craig Jones, '74, and Bill, a daugh
ter, born Sept. 25, I 980. Bill and Cindy have
another child, Craig William, age 3. The family
has recently moved from Kadena, Japan to
Frankfurt, Germany. Bill is employed as a
pilot and Cindy is a graduate school field
counselor with the University of Southern
California.
P. P. Cherian, '75, and Ann Crumley Cher
ian, '76, a daughter, Hannah. born August 30,
1980. The Cherians are living in Tamil Nadu,
India.
Charlotte Sappington North, '75, and John,
a son, Sean Sappington North, born Sep
tember 2, 1980. The Norths also have a daugh
ter, Jennifer Taree, age 4½. They are residing
in Bridgewater, Virginia.
Elizabeth (Betsy) Burkhardt Sharrett, '75.
and W. Allan Sharrett, a son, Allan Andrew,
born Feb. 18, 1980. The Sharretts are living in
Emporia, Va.
Deborah Chumley Tweedy, '75. and Den
nis, a son, Matthew Alan. born August 28,
1980. They are residing in San Antonio, Texas.
where Dr. Tweedy is a resident in internal med
icine in Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center.
Michael S. Dunavant, '77, and Joni. a son,
Josh. born October 8. 1980. Mr. and Mrs.
Dunavant and Josh are living in Ashland, Vir
ginia.
Lucy Durham Lindsay, '77, and Michael, a
daughter, Megan Elizabeth, born November 2,
1980 in Cumberland, Maryland. Michael is
employed by Hercules, Inc. in Cumberland.
William, '78, and Cynthia Bowser Fawcett,
'79, twin boys, Jacob and Luke, born October
16, 1980. The Fawcett family is living in Harri
sonburg, Va.

IN MEMORIAM

Mark Samuel Roller, '23, August 1980.
Rev. Roller had worked as a school teacher 41
years and was a retired minister of Salem
Church of the Brethren near Stephens City.
Surviving are his wife, Elizabeth Owens Roller;
two sons. Robert Roller, '50. of New Philadel
phia, Ohio, and Richard Roller, '57, of Elgin.
Ill.; his stepmother. Ida Roller of Harrison
burg; and two brothers. John M. Roller, '21. of
Lawndale, Ca.. and Paul I. Roller of New
Market; and three half-sisters. Rachel Roller
of Harrisonburg, Minnie Wagenschein, '40, of
Richmond, and Barbara Smith, '40, of N.
Manchester. In. A memorial service was held
at Salem Church of the Brethren.
Ann Elizabeth Pryor, '26, on Feb. 22. 1980.
of Friendsville. Md.
Anne B. Utz, '32, on December 19. 1979, of
Reisterstown, Md.
Cecil Bruce Marlow Pearcy, husband of
Helen Glick Pearcy, '33. died November 18,
I 979 in Washington, D.C. Memorial Services
with full military honors were held July 11.
I 980. Arlington National Cemetery. Arling
ton. Virginia.
Janet C. Flory, '34, Oct. 9. 1980. Miss
Flory became a librarian with CIT Financial
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Corp. of New York in June 1957, and retired in
Nov. 1978. She had worked in libraries at the
University of Virginia, Duke University, and
the U.S. Department of Commerce. Surviving
are two sisters, Susanna Flory Huffman, '33 of
Bridgewater and Margaret Flory Wampler,
'37, of Harrisonburg, and two brothers, John
S. Flory, '32, of Aurora, II., and Robert M.
Flory, '32, of Arlington. A memorial service
was conducted Oct. 9, 1980 at the College
Street Church of the Brethren in Bridgewater.
Massey M. Heltzel, '36, in October 1980.
Dr. Heltzel was Assistant Professor of Bible at
King College from I 973 to 1979. Dr. Heltzel
went to Nepal the first of April, 1980, as pastor
of the Protestant Congregation. He had served
as stated supply of the Sinking Spring Presby
terian Church in Abingdon, Va., in 1977-79.
He graduated from Union Theological Semi
nary and in 1956 Bridgewater College con
ferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor
of Divinity. Dr. Heltzel held pastorates in
Atlantic Beach and Tampa, Fla., at the Reid
Memorial Presbyterian Church of Augusta,
Ga., the Ginter Park Presbyterian Church of
Richmond, Va., and the historic Government
Street Presbyterian Church of Mobile, Ala.,
before he came to King. He was the author of a
book of sermons The Invincible Christ, pub
lished by the Abingdon Press, and was an
esteemed leader in the Presbyterian Church,
U.S. He was a member of the Presbyterian
General Council and of TRAV, the television,
radio, and audio-visual agency of the Presby
terian Church. For 15 years he was a member
of the Board of Trustees of Agnes Scott Col.
He is survived by his wife Rosalie, three daugh
ters and several grandchildren. The funeral
was held in the Government Street Presbyter
ian Church of Mobile.
Thomas J. Clayton, Sr., '40, August 1980.
Rev. Clayton was the minister of Cedar Grove
Church of the Brethren in Brandywine, W.Va.
He also was a retired school teacher, having
taught 35 years. He taught and served as prin
cipal at Brandywine and Sugar Grove schools.
Mr. Clayton was a member of South Fork
Ruritan Club and was a district supervisor of
the Potomac Valley Soil Conservation Dis
trict. Surviving are his wife, Wilda; two sons.
T. J. Clayton, Jr., '61, of Richmond, and R.
Paul Clayton of Brandywine; and three grand
children. The funeral was held at Cedar Grove
Church of the Brethren.
Vera Miller Casey, '41, a native of Bridge
water, died of cancer September 4, I 980, in
Oakland, California. She was a daughter of
Nellie Bowman Miller, '08, and the late Minor
W. Miller. She attended Bridgewater College
and graduated from Virginia Tech in 1941 and
received her MA degree from Pacific Oaks
College in California. She was a home econo
mist in West Virginia and later taught at the
University of California and at Berkeley
(Calif.) High School. She founded and organ
ized the Parent-Child Education Foundation
in Berkeley which now has branches in several
states. She also was a consultant for HEW and
was a member of the First Presbyterian Church
in Oakland. Surviving. in addition to her
mother, are her husband. Buford Casey, '38.
formerly of Bridgewater; two sons. Dan and
David Casey, both of Alaska: two daughters.
Cameale Johnson and Crysta Casey. both of
Oakland; two sisters. Esther Miller Foster, '33.
of Bridgewater and Arlene Miller Brown, '35.
of Woodland Hills. Calif.; and three brothers.
Willard Miller, '40, of Locustgrove, Horace G.
Miller, '38, of Charlottesville, Va.. and Ray B.
Miller, '44, of Ashland. Va.
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1880

THE

1881

Spirit of the Valley Print, Harrisonburg, Va.

BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE
Bridgewater, Virginia 22812

Bridgewater College seeks to enroll qualified students
regardless of sex, race, color, creed, handicap, or national
or ethnic origin; and further, it does not discriminate on the
basis of sex, race, color, creed, handicap, or national or
ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies,
employment practices, admissions policies, scholarship and
loan programs, and athletic and other college administered
programs and activities.

ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS
MATTER AT BRIDGEWATER,
VIRGINIA 22812

31941 01
,1r. Bruce Hollenberg
Apt. 2
401 N. Ma:in St.
Bridgewater, VA 22812

